We have devised an Indian version of Juvenile Arthritis Functional Assessment scale (JAFAS) to make the tool contextually relevant for our culture for functional assessment in children with Juvenile inflammatory arthritis (JIA). It has 11 tasks simulating the movements of daily activities, requiring use of joints and muscles affected in JIA. Methods: Standards for this were developed using the scores of 360 normal school children (6-17 years) as controls (age group wise criterion time). We intend to apply this to age-matched JIA children (age 7-16 years) using the Childhood Health Assessment Questionnaire (CHAQ) as the gold standard. Results: Mean scores of JIA children were 15.12 and 11.88 for modified JAFAS and CHAQ, respectively, and they were not different (Mann Whitney test, P = 0.278) for assessing functional disability. Scores by JIA children were 25.52% ± 24.30% higher in modified JAFAS and 16.24%±23.22% higher in CHAQ than those of normal age matched school children with reliability Coefficient Alpha of 0.9156 was found, suggesting internal reliability, consistency, good convergent validity and sensitivity to change for assessing disability. Conclusion: Our simpler 11 task JAFAS is the first disability assessment instrument developed for Indian children with JIA with reliability comparable to 30 task CHAQ.
